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Critical Area Ordinance - Lake Joy Community Club's Stand

(Excerpt from the minutes of the 5/27/2004 Lake Joy Community Club (LJCC) Spring Meeting - Diana Fewing, Secretary)

Al Osgood (President) gave a
summary of the King County Critical
Areas Ordinance (CAO) and where it
currently stands with the County. The
CAO 1s currently still in committee
where it will be voted on at the end of
June. From there it will go to the King
County Council and will be voted on in
December. The documents include a
2004 Amendment to the King County
Comprehensive Plan, and a Critical
Areas Ordinance that includes a "Best
Available Science" report.

Overview of the Plan and CAO
would include the following (based on
the best notes | could take at the time -
there were a lot of comments/conversa-
tions going on at once).

Environment: King County cur-
rently has some of the most strict envi-
ronment regulations and it is believed by
some that their goal is to restrict the
rural area even more to prevent growth
(urban sprawl).

Best Available Science: The
County would like to protect fish (i.e.
salmon) and animal species in the rural
lands and ponds by placing more restric-
tions. The plan does not seem to take

into consideration that water quality in
the rural areas has maintained its quality
while that of suburban area and urban
areas has declined. It is the opinion of
the LICC that rural residents do a good
job protecting their own lands.

Urban: The plan makes major
distinctions between urban and rural
areas. The proposed CAO would greatly
increase the restrictions on rural residen-
tial areas. In contrast the proposed CAO
would make very little change in the
restrictions on urban residential areas.

Rural: The rural areas will have
major restrictions, Homes with lakes:
Lots will have a 185 foot buffer with
another 15 foot set back. If the shoreline
has wetlands the buffer increases to 300
feet. Not only will there be restrictions
on building but what types of plants can
be used - only those plants native to the
Puget Sound area. Any new lots or land
improvements would require a restric-
tion that 65% of the land must remain
natural. Also included in the plans
would be a regulation that only 10% of
the property can be impervious surface
(including roofs, gravel driveways etc)
thus restricting the size of homes, addi-

tions and lot improvements. The ordi-
nances also restrict the amount of fire-
wood you can harvest from your own
land — 1 cord per 5 acres. It was noted
by the LICC that there were inconsis-
tencies throughout the CAO in regards
to such things as the definition and
description of what a wetland is.
Motion made: The Lake Joy
Community Club opposes the King
County Critical Area Ordinance (CAQ)
as it is written and plans to support liti-
gation to oppose the CAQO.,
Motion made by Chris Linnerooth; 2nd by
Mike Saucer; Further discussion followed;
Vote: Unanimous vote to pass the motion.
Next steps to implement the
LJCC Motion: Al Osgood will compose
a letter that will be distributed to the
other Lake Joy Community Club mem-
bers for review. Send the letter to King
County committee members as well as
the King County Council Post the letter
on the LICC website. Gail would like to
send to the LJCC email group as a peti-
tion for all to endorse. Diana Fewing
will assist Al in sending the letter as
Letters to the Editor or as press releases
to the local newspapers.
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¢ Joy welcome sign. Sharon Osgood will provide muffins, juice, hard hats,
35, vests and bags. Volunteers should call Sharon at 844-8952.
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