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Firewise: Tolt Triangle Fire Council (TTFG)

(By Diana Fewing - compiled from TTFC meeting minutes and Dan Griner, the Lake Joy TTFC representative)

Firewise, what is it?

Firewise provides information
and education to homeowners and com-
munities in fire-prone areas on how to
reduce their chances of wildfire damage
to their property and homes. Firewise
education includes how to create ‘sur-
vivable space’ around homes, what
landscaping is best for being firewise,
what can be done around homes during
fire seasons, and other fire information.

In April 2004, several resi-
dents of the Tolt River Highlands and
Lake Joy communities attended a full
day Firewise training session, followed
by two additional Firewise meetings
in both the Lake Joy and Tolt River
Highlands. Realizing that both com-
munities are connected by a contiguous
forest, it was determined that a joint plan
of action should be devised to reduce
the risk of wildfires and improve evacu-
ation routes in case of such an event.
The community meetings involving a
broad selection of representatives from
the local fire department, county offi-
cials, Department of Natural Resources,
Forest Service, watershed utility compa-
nies, EMS and CERT members (trained
by the local Camnation-Duvall Citizen

The TTFC mission includes:

Educate property owners
Reduce potential wildfire fuel
Protect life and property
Design and implement
emergency response plan
Using topographical maps and
aerial photos, the council defined an
area that would be most affected by a
wildfire. This area is roughly a trian-
gular shape that is bounded by the Tolt
River on the east, the Tolt Pipeline road
on the north, and Kelly Road and a creek
that follows the base of the hill along
Highway 203 on the west. These bound-
aries meet along the northeastern bound-
ary of the city limits of Carnation, and
include the communities of Tolt River
Highlands, Lake Joy, North Lake Joy
Estates, The Reserve at Lake Joy, Moss

Corps Council) and property owners all - ot

discussed the feasibility of ureatiﬂg such
a plan. Our local group is called The
Tolt Triangle Fire Council.
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Lake County Park, and other develop-
ments. See the map below for details.

This area was chosen for its
geographical features. The boundaries
were determined by natural or man-
made firebreaks, such as the river and
various roads. Most of the communities
in TTFC are in a High Hazard area.
The main problems are abundance of
fuels and limited access. Several areas
could use more defensible space around
homes and other structures.

More information about the
TTFC activities will be provided to
Lake Joy residents in the near future.
For more information, or to be part of
our local Firewise TTFC, please contact
Dan Griner at 425-788-5746 or email:

dang(@cablespeed.com.
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